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Denial
Evading responsibility
Reducing offensiveness
Corrective action
Mortification

In the current literature on image repair, William Benoit has
cataloged five main strategies which individuals, organizations
and groups should take in order to reduce the scope of the
adverse reactions towards their image in times of crisis such as
the one that Netanyahu has got into.

Using a Combined Method of Rhetorical
Strategies and Lexicometric Analysis:
A Case Study of Prime Minister
Netanyahu's Investigations
Maxim Lengo

12 criminal investigations

Bribe
Fraud
Breach of trust

Four different cases

Over the past three years, the image of the Israeli prime minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, has been put to an extensive examination
under the public's eye and as a result, gained lots of criticism, this
has led Netanyahu's image to become more controversial than
ever before.

Following recurring tensions with the Israeli media throughout his political career, Netanyahu reached to

Facebook and published more than 360 posts about the

crisis, to which the users commented more than

285,000 times. This data includes more than 8 million words and constitutes the corpus of my Ph.D. research.

The Lexicometric Analysis
The TXM software, which was developed in France

Facebook Posts ["Nothing"]

and which I adapted to Hebrew, gives the ability to

analyze a large corpus of texts, as in my research, Co-octinTence Seore
by using tools and methods based on linguistics will be 35
and discourse analysis. That is, decomposing the Is 13
text into factors and elements, carrying out Was 10

statistical analysis, identifying the hidden social
patterns, and then restoring the corpus to its

original mode.

During the first stage of the study, TXM software
allowed me to identify differences in the usage of
the pronoun "nothing", between Netanyahu and
Facebook users who responded to his posts.

"There will be nothing"
Netanyahu uses the pronoun "nothing"
most commonly in the future tense

Occurrence

"There is nothing"
The users use the pronoun "nothing"

Facebook Posts (“Nothing™)

Facchook Comments [“Nothing™]
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The Rhetorical Strategies

As a leader required to deal with political debates, Netanyahu uses the
deliberative rhetoric of Aristotle by focusing on the final (positive) result
which could influence his political survival. He thus uses the future tense
in an attempt to preserve or increase the user's support by denying the
suspicions against him, claiming that his actions are always carried out
for the benefit of the Israeli citizens and promising that the investigations
will be concluded without any indictment or conviction. By contrast, the
users use the epideictic mode of Aristotle by focusing on viewing any
development in the investigations as a single ceremonial event. They
criticize the investigating authority's work and raise arguments in line
with the existing circumstances to support Netanyahu's innocence.

References

Aristotle. (2018). The Art of Rhetoric. Translated from Greece by R.
Waterfield. Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxford University Press.

Benoit, W. L. (2015). Accounts, excuses, and apologies: Image repair theory
and research. Albany, New York: State University of New York Press.

Heiden, S. (2010). The TXM Platform: Building Open-Source Textual
Analysis Software Compatible with the TEI Encoding Scheme. In R.
Otoguro, Ishikawa, K., Umemoto, H., Yoshimoto, K., Harada, Y. (Eds.), 24th
Pacific Asia Conference on Language, Information and Computation -
PACLIC24 (Pp. 389-398). Waseda University, Sendai, Japan: Institute for

Digital Enhancement of Cognitive Development.

10" European Summer University in Digital Humanities
University of Leipzig (Germany), July 2019



N T R R e o £ !

. N ;\“_..Z—.\ ..W.man.lAKE._ﬂ_ A.N@F.Q..ﬂlﬂ/ﬂ!T.lKEﬂ. :.._nl.fr..ﬂ 4 m
\x\.\ll\rE- 5! .. ESEqz—0R>x<O>LEOBT | ) ) ke gy

SN W T ' 7 O—0—k<d-n aoJonunNW- wilflili 1 5.

R DN Y 4]

7 ‘

.\uﬁ\f..‘h H s

o

-
-5

NN

b
N
"b
@
-~

E
\S .

.
_/E [

ARIAH-EU

Digital gyearch Inhastruefyre

ﬂ~_-

/

for (TR and numanies .
.
r—
i .

o

o V- = -
I " ' >4
;
i
e
7

Ile

" gl
0
. = oY :
’ m A\kh\lv \N.\\\S\ \ P \s. \
e\.,\.r // ; w. ‘o
S/ \N A @
R &
21 5.5, 2 "
=l W rU: S.A £ VOA Po
2\ O e ~ — / N AR T
SE SNUE e 8
8 nm\.Uv.”.__... LA o oS /m. /m.m n Lz
o o o i IO [+
< 3
=
—

EISTES

sl

Culture

.a; R

ax

Kulturen

{ Contra |

v
'

m- =

dhsi.o

Europ

tkyr

D

.23, JULI - 2.

hﬂ'p://www.yi
' /é’

‘atcl

3 ~
NN
-
] .,_..~. v # A ’ E IL i
: = g £ g K
D 4, . —ZLOKECH—UL DECZ—WF—-0Z ODdFDXW ¥ FWOZOJ00—W ! £ 2 "= o
- — _ 4 C 2 o E
G g 5 ] ! £ 2 = -
. A 5 ' G 7 ISS<Z—0<0WN Q=0 =< JWn ODAFIOXC 8 FWOZOI0O=< ‘BE ==
\ ) v ) . , WW.Mln o3 C 7 B
5 P ) SOFS% , oec B3 -y
. A .-\s* -— HSLSF<ETIC XX ECISOFSXQ ¥REF»aW S FWXIOSO0LSSW - m m = .
. A 7 ‘ £
D. B D 5 IX600MFW >ECISHFCLI[W ICHXS ¥XE0F>00 S FWXIOROLSS w O IE= 3
) - . - . . & $ g B
\ ; ;



